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summoned there under threat of suit, I telegraphed to Gen. Halleck, Chief of Staff, on Monday, March 20th, in substance that I desired leave to visit Washington to adjust my accounts with the Treasury officers. Making my request by telegram, to avoid expense I did not state the reasons for my proposed visit at length.
Having some business in New York, I left home on the evening of March 20, leaving directions with my clerks to telegraph me at Hoffman House, New York, if the permission was refused. I put it in this form because I did not suppose there could be any objection to the request or that it would be refused. I remained in New York till Thursday noon, when I left for "Washington, bringing with me my vouchers, fully believing my request had been granted as I had heard nothing from it, as I should not if it had been granted. It seems that an answer denying the request was sent by Gen. Halleck through the mail to Lowell, Mass., although I communicated with him by telegram on the 22d, which could not arrive at my office till the 23d, at which time it was telegraphed to the Hoffman House, New York, but arrived there after I had left, so that I did not receive it. I did not hear until today that such answer was sent, when the original letter of Gen. Halleck was brought me by my clerk, Mr. Batch-elder. Meanwhile I have settled my accounts, find, as I expected, personal explanation was necessary to their speedy adjustment.
I make this explanation that I may not seem willingly & knowingly to have infringed regulation of the Department, and earnestly hope the explanation may be satisfactory. I have the honor to be,
Very Respectfully, Your obt. servant,
. F. BUTLER]
From General
WASHINGTON, D. C., April 5th, 1865
To H. E. ROCKWELL, Esq., MILBUBT, MASS.
MY DEAB MB. ROCKWELL: Please write out for me verbatim et literatim, leaving out no word, all the proceedings of the Military Commission at Norfolk, Va. General Geo. H. Gordon, President, of which you were reporter.
I want especially all the expletives and abuse of the President, "naught extenuate nor set down aught in malice."